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I will briefly discuss the history of the CIEAEM from its beginnings in 1950 and present its aims and goals. I will also talk about our meetings, their formats, their topics and who attends them. 

The International Commission for the Study and Improvement of Mathematics Teaching was founded in 1950 with Gustave Choquet  as President, Jean Piaget, Vice-president and Caleb Gattegno, Secretary. The early meetings brought together mathematicians and mathematics high school teachers mostly from Europe countries. They all shared a common interest in mathematics teaching and a common will for improving of mathematics education. With the years, came teachers from kindergarten to university and researchers from different fields always sharing a special interest in mathematics learning and teaching. Furthermore, there always was a keen interest in theory and practice, in scientific knowledge and the craft of teaching, in collaboration between teachers and researchers. 

Four characteristics distinguish the commission: the fact that there are two official languages French and English, the themes around which a meeting is organized (examples of recent topics will be given), the types of activities during the meetings, particularly the working groups and the participants (as it was already mentioned teachers of all levels and researchers from different fields).

CIEAEM members, as was declared in the  CIEAEM’s 2000 manifest wish to:  

· actively promote (develop and make public) a research agenda in mathematics education reflecting its roots in classroom practice; 

· inform, influence and support teachers, graduate students and researchers in the selection of worthwhile topics for research in mathematics education;
· inform discussions between mathematicians and mathematics educators using our special practice-based approach; and
· develop new and powerful ways of communication among all engaged and actively involved in important issues of mathematics education research and practice and to offer a forum for debates and collaboration. 

