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Now is the time to look forward to create new opportunities for learning about from mathematics educators from around the world. Professional associations can lead the way. The Internet provides a fantastic vehicle for each association to provide resources and information to mathematics educators, mathematicians, and teachers. Each association could provide a portal (International Page) which can contain access to documents, interactive mathematics tools, summaries of national issues, position statements, and selected articles from its journals. NCTM already has Web materials in French and Spanish, as well as English. Individuals in the United States would be very interested in having convenient access of similar materials from other countries. All that is needed is a single Web address that would link to the “international pages” of other associations. While it is now possible for individuals around the world can link to our www.nctm.org, most of the information on the site is specific to the United States. Our organization could better serve the world community by creating a Web resource that is more focused on international interests and provide an avenue for questions or input. If each of the associations created such a page and publicized the resource to its members, then international dialogue would be accelerated and the flow of ideas would be enhanced. In addition, teachers in underdeveloped nations would also have access to this portal.
Join this positive discussion of the design and content of such pages. This discussion may provide a positive impetus to exploring additional ways of enhancing ongoing international dialogue.
