The Multiple Purposes of Classroom Assessment
Assessment for Learning, Assessment as Learning, Assessment of Learning

This workshop sponsored by the United States National Commission on Mathematics Instruction and funded by an agency of the United States Government, the National Science Foundation is about classroom assessment. It is not concerned with large-scale testing done by government or private entities. It is about the activities that teachers do on a regular basis to determine how and what to teach, to help their students learn, and to determine what their students have learned.
It is based in part on an article published in 2006 by the Western and Northern Protocol for Collaboration in Education. The article, “Rethinking Classroom Assessment with Purpose in Mind,” is available on the web at http://www.wncp.ca/assessment/rethink.pdf.  The article proposes that assessment has various purposes, “. . . and it is important to intentionally design and use classroom assessment methods to serve the intended purposes.”
Changes in our societies, cultures, environment, politics, and all other aspects of our lives are occurring at increasing rates. In addition, recent research has helped us better understand how the brain works and how we learn. Schools must reflect those changes in what they teach and how they teach it.  A better understanding of assessment and a greater integration of assessment into the learning process is critical if we are going to be effective educators in this environment.
“Rethinking Classroom Assessment ” outlines three different yet related purposes for classroom assessment:

1. Assessment for learning is focused on allowing teachers to gather information about students –how they learn, what they know, how they make connections, etc—so that they can design instruction to help students to advance their learning.
2. Assessment as learning must be designed to help students understand how they learn, how they relate it to previously gained knowledge, and how they use it; i.e., metacognition.

3. Assessment of learning is what we usually think we are doing when we give a test or require students to demonstrate what they have learned. And this partially correct but it is much more.

In the workshop we will explore these ideas, discuss the information we gain from each type of assessment and plan ways of assessing students.
