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Discussion questions addressed:
My research and interests involve how culture, minority status and school structure intersect to affect student access and achievement in lower secondary school mathematics.  This is an important issue for teaching and learning in schools around the world where immigrants are coming to public schools and struggling to connect to and be successful in a foreign school culture and structure (question 1 & 2).  My research is also about how one lower secondary school is working to change their school structures to help minority students be more successful (questions 6 & 7).
Age range of students studied:
11 to 14 year-old students.  U.S. middle school students, grades 6-8.

Research and school context:

This research was conducted in a suburban lower secondary school in the Northwest region of the United States.  This school is similar to many suburban schools in the U.S. with most of the students of European descent and a substantial population of Latino/a students (20%). In sixth grade (the first year of this school) students are placed in classes based on their performance in lower school.  Most of the Latino/a students are placed in the lowest, non-college preparatory track with little opportunity for advancement to the college track.
Description of issue and problem:

The placement of the Latino/a students as a group into the lowest track is a problem for this school and other schools in the U.S. because of U.S. society’s ethic of providing educational opportunities for all students.  If schools are to be vehicles for opportunity for new members of society, they must support the academic success of their immigrant students.  The placement policies and program organization of this school, and many other schools in the U.S., do not support the Latino/a students’ and community’s efforts to improve themselves through education success.  Instead the structure of the school’s tracking programs set barriers in the way of such success and upward mobility.
Title and abstract of presentation on this research:
Diversity And Middle School Mathematics:  Building Programs With Access, Opportunity And Relevance For All Students
Students entering sixth grade come to middle school with a wide range of mathematical knowledge and abilities.  To serve the diverse needs of these students, schools often divide their mathematics curriculum into different tracks.  These classes are meant to help students develop a better understanding of mathematics so they can be successful in subsequent classes.  However, these tracks often have the opposite effect.  Instead of catching up, students in lower track classes review arithmetic, learn little new material, and fall farther behind students placed in regular mathematics.  The children of the growing Latino/a populations in our communities often come to middle school underprepared in mathematics.  These students are disproportionately placed in lower track mathematics and, as a group, are denied access to the knowledge and content needed to succeed in college prep mathematics in high school.  This presentation examines how one middle school is addressing these issues of equity in their mathematics program and my research into how the Latina/o students and parents perceive the opportunities, support, and relevance of the mathematics classes offered to them by the school.

Addendum:  Additional discussion questions


1. Countries around the world are becoming increasingly multicultural.  How are schools adjusting to serving students from multiple cultures?  What are we doing well?  What do we need to improve?

2. Schools in the U.S. are struggling to satisfy two different and often opposing purposes: one as an institution of enculturation and socialization into U.S. society and another as a vehicle of opportunity for the many immigrants coming to the U.S.  How do we organize schools to serve both of these purposes?
